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David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.

1. Art Foods delicatessen, formerly at Sixth Avenue and 10th Street
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“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway
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“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”
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Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Newport Jazz Festival Rhode Island June, 1967.

Photo: AP

The New York Public Library

Photo: Jonathan Blanc

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church

Photo: Christian Johnston

The Cornelia Street Cafe

Photo: Matthew McDermott

The 10 Most Luxurious First
Class Airlines
The Richest

10 Celebrity Couples with a
Large Age Gap
Celebrity Gossip Answers

10 Things Your Man Wants -
But Would Never Ask For
MyDailyMoment

GE Surges Ahead with 3D
Printed Titanium
PTC

Former Pole Vaulter Allison
Stokke Is Still Smoking HOT
Rant Sports

What is an Aura Migraine?
Excedrin

Flash version 3,0 or greater
is required

You have no flash plugin installed

Download latest version from here

TRENDING NOW

This summer will be
miserable, Farmer’s
Almanac says

Knicks great calls
for all-black league
amid Clippers
race fiasco

Cover up, please!
The worst celebrity
beach bodies

NOW ON

Rita Ora inks
Roberto Cavalli deal

We hear…

Norman Mailer’s pad
hosts birthday bash
for son

Billy Joel: I tried
heroin once, but
it scared me

SEE ALL

24019

16254

10091

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 1 / 6

http://nypost.com/news/
http://nypost.com/metro/
http://pagesix.com
http://nypost.com/sports/
http://nypost.com/business/
http://nypost.com/opinion/
http://nypost.com/entertainment/
http://nypost.com/fashion/
http://nypost.com/living/
http://nypost.com/media/
http://nypost.com/tech/
http://nypost.com/real-estate/
https://twitter.com/nypost
https://www.facebook.com/nypost
mailto:tips@nypost.com
http://nypost.com/tag/donald-sterling/
http://nypost.com/tag/florida/
http://nypost.com/tag/selfies/
http://nypost.com/tag/george-clooney/
http://nypost.com/tag/new-york-yankees/
http://nypost.com/tag/crime/
http://nypost.com
https://pay.nypost.com/
http://nypost.com
http://nypost.com/entertainment/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/26/my-musical-new-york-david-amram/
http://nypost.com/author/barbara-hoffman/
http://thenypost.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/aramfeature.jpg
http://nypost.com/2014/04/22/5-seconds-of-summer-uber-fans-storm-nyc-in-boy-band-mania/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/14/stifling-heat-heavy-rains-to-hit-nyc-this-summer/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/14/stifling-heat-heavy-rains-to-hit-nyc-this-summer/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/27/knicks-great-larry-johnson-calls-for-all-black-league/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/27/knicks-great-larry-johnson-calls-for-all-black-league/
http://pagesix.com/2014/04/28/cover-up-please-the-worst-celebrity-beach-bodies/
http://pagesix.com/2014/04/28/cover-up-please-the-worst-celebrity-beach-bodies/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/28/couple-survives-jump-off-nyc-bridge/
http://nypost.com/2014/04/28/couple-survives-jump-off-nyc-bridge/
http://nypost.com/terms
http://nypost.com/privacy
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


HOME DELIVERY

SUBSCRIPTION HELP & FAQ

CUSTOMER SERVICE

IPAD APP

IPHONE APP

ANDROID APPS

NEW YORK POST STORE

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING INFO/MEDIA KIT

EMAIL NEWSLETTERS & ALERTS

RSS FEEDS

CONTACTS

IN THE NEWS: DONALD STERLING FLORIDA SELFIES GEORGE CLOONEY

NEW YORK YANKEES CRIME

© 2014 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved
TERMS OF USE | PRIVACY | YOUR AD CHOICES

Flight crews
can’t stop taking
mile-high selfies

Knicks great
calls for all-black
league amid…

Flash version 3,0 or greater
is required

You have no flash plugin installed

Download latest version from here

The media is
turning on
President Obam
a

The tourist who
gave ‘hobo’
Gere pizza

From prep-
school kid to
millionaire
porn star

READ NEXT: 5 Seconds of Summer uberfans…

FILED UNDER ART, ARTISTS, BARS, DUSTIN HOFFMAN, GREENWICH VILLAGE, 

JACK KEROUAC, JAZZ, MY NEW YORK, NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

PATTI SMITH, TOWN HALL, WOODY GUTHRIE

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

Recommended by

ENTERTAINMENT

By Barbara Hoffman April 26, 2014 | 5:54pm

David Amram’s
encounters with
Dizzy Gillespie, Patti
Smith, and others

David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.
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“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway
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“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”
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David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.

1. Art Foods delicatessen, formerly at Sixth Avenue and 10th Street
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“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway

The Adobe Flash Player or an HTML5 supported browser is required for video playback. 

Get the latest Flash Player

Learn more about upgrading to an HTML5 browser

“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”

David Amram

Photo: Christian Johnston

Connolly’s Pub on East 47th Street.
Photo: Tamara Beckwith

Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Newport Jazz Festival Rhode Island June, 1967.
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The Cornelia Street Cafe
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David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.

1. Art Foods delicatessen, formerly at Sixth Avenue and 10th Street

The Adobe Flash Player or an HTML5 supported browser is required for video playback. 

Get the latest Flash Player

Learn more about upgrading to an HTML5 browser

“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway

The Adobe Flash Player or an HTML5 supported browser is required for video playback. 
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“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”
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Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Newport Jazz Festival Rhode Island June, 1967.
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David Amram’s
encounters with
Dizzy Gillespie, Patti
Smith, and others

David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.

1. Art Foods delicatessen, formerly at Sixth Avenue and 10th Street
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“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway

The Adobe Flash Player or an HTML5 supported browser is required for video playback. 

Get the latest Flash Player

Learn more about upgrading to an HTML5 browser

“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”
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Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Newport Jazz Festival Rhode Island June, 1967.
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David Amram’s
encounters with
Dizzy Gillespie, Patti
Smith, and others

David Amram:

He jammed with Dizzy Gillespie and Patti Smith, wrote music for Joe Papp — and, in

1966, Lenny Bernstein made him the New York Philharmonic’s first composerin

residence. All told, David Amram’s had quite a run — and it isn’t over yet: At 83, he’s

still composing, conducting and playing jazz on his French horn. Naturally,

the Pennsylvania native says he always knew he was destined for New York, “that

great mystical, magical place.” He’s just given his papers to Lincoln Center’s Library of

Performing Arts, which is celebrating with a bunch of events, including a free concert

Tuesday at 6 p.m. of Amram’s chamber music.

This is his musical New York, past and present.

1. Art Foods delicatessen, formerly at Sixth Avenue and 10th Street

The Adobe Flash Player or an HTML5 supported browser is required for video playback. 

Get the latest Flash Player

Learn more about upgrading to an HTML5 browser

“It was at Igor and Sonia Sudarsky’s classic neighborhood delicatessen that I worked

with Arthur Miller composing the music for his play ‘After the Fall.’ Miller

loved Greenwich Village, and the Art was where anybody and everyone would go —

there were no A tables, and Igor would make you a gigantic sandwich. He used to let me

make my own behind the counter. Dustin Hoffman lived right around the corner, and

after he did ‘Midnight Cowboy,’ he still went to the deli because Igor was so nice to him.

Whenever he had an interview, he’d take them there, so Igor would have more

customers.”

2. Connolly’s Pub, 14 E. 47th St., between Madison and Fifth avenues

“I performed there with the great Irish band Black 47 when Malachy McCourt was

running for governor in 2006. We knew Malachy wouldn’t win, but he was so much fun

to be with. Everyone was drinking up a storm, but because of my advancing years

and because I work 16 hours a day, I was drinking diet ginger ale . . . I shock

and disappoint people by not fulfilling my role as the stonedout, aging boy wonder — I

don’t drink, smoke or do drugs. When I go to schools, I tell the kids I’m living proof

you can be just as much a crashing bore stonecold sober as stoned out of your head.”

3. The Village Gate, formerly at Thompson and Bleecker streets

“In August of 1977, I sat in with Dizzy Gillespie’s great band. After we were done

playing, we went back in the dressing room with the famous overhead leaking pipe and

reminisced about our wonderful concert in Cuba that May. We were the first Americans

to go there since the revolution with the permission of the State Department, as musical

goodwill ambassadors. Dizzy said, ‘Why don’t you take that piece you wrote in memory

of Chano Pozo at the concert we did in Havana, and write it out for a

symphony orchestra to play? The classical cats need to find out about this music. It’s so

sophisticated and soulful.’ ‘Thank you, Dizzy,’ I said. ‘I never would have thought of

doing that.’You didn’t have to,’ said Diz. ‘I did.’ ”

4. Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., between Sixth Avenue and Broadway
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“I played my first New York concert there in the spring of 1956, playing French horn

in Oscar Pettiford’s big band. Thelonious Monk’s quintet was cobilled. People

thought Monk had disappeared, because for years he hadn’t recorded. People said he

was ahead of his time. Monk was right on time, but people didn’t realize. He came

and played that night at Town Hall, and it was incredible.”

5. New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

“I did a duet with Patti Smith there in 2008, when the scroll that Jack Kerouac wrote

‘On the Road’ on was there. I knew Kerouac for 12 years and was his first musical

accompanist. When his father was dying, Jack promised him he’d take care of his

mother. He had a very hard time in the ’60s — he was a devout Catholic and was

patriotic, so a lot of people accused him of the worst crime: falling out of fashion.

Fortunately, he remained the same person he always was, and people now appreciate

him as a great artist. The same with Woody Guthrie. People used to ask, ‘What side are

they on?’ I’d say, ‘They’re on the side of humanity — they want to see the world get

together.’ ”

6. Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, 737 E. Sixth St. between Avenues C and

D

“In 1956 I went to meet Joe Papp, a young theatrical director who wanted to have

free Shakespeare in NYC and was looking for a composer. He was having meetings in

this funky church, working on the lowest budget possible, and yet he was dressed up

like he was auditioning for a Broadway spectacular, in a black overcoat with shiny lapels.

He’d been doing Shakespeare with recorded music from ‘Quo Vadis,’ and people were

saying, ‘You got that big Hollywood music blasting. Why don’t you get some original

music?’ I showed up in an old sweater with holes in it. Joe told me later, ‘You looked so

unorthodox, I figured you must be talented.’ ”

7. Cornelia Street Café, 29 Cornelia St., between Bleecker and West 4th

streets

“This cafe is one block from my first job in NYC, when I

performed with Charles Mingus at the old Café Bohemia in 1955. The Cornelia cafe has

been a gem for over 40 years, and for the last nine, I’ve performed there the first

Monday of every month, if I’m free. I perform music I’ve composed with artists in the

theater, film, poetry, dance and jazz worlds, and always invite a few mystery guests . . .

playing here now reminds me how lucky I am to still be alive.”
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Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Newport Jazz Festival Rhode Island June, 1967.
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