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Black 47 to take the stage for the last time at
South Buffalo Irish Festival
Black 47 says goodbye with stop at South Buffalo festival
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Black 47 performs Saturday evening in the South Buffalo Irish Festival. 
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ADVERTISEMENT A year ago, after an invigorating performance for an exuberant
crowd at the South Buffalo Irish Festival, Larry Kirwan, the lead
singer of the popular Irish rock band Black 47, had an unusual
thought:

Maybe it was time to wrap it up.

A year later, with the band headed back to the South Buffalo
Irish Festival on Saturday near the end of its yearlong “Last
Call” farewell tour, Kirwan recalled his thought process.

That night a year ago, he said, “The band sounded so great. On
the way back I had that feeling you get after a good gig, and
they’re all good gigs, but there was something about this one,
about South Buffalo. It’s a bastion of Irishness, and yet here
Black 47 is a rock band with the big brass sound, and everyone
loves it.”

As he mused on the show, Kirwan said his thoughts turned to
the future. “I always wondered how Black 47 would end,
because I could never see an end in sight for it. We were always
on to the next album or on to the next gig, or the next
controversy or whatever. But on the way back I was thinking,
maybe this is the way it should happen, it should go out with us
just feeling really great about the whole thing.”

Kirwan thought about his plan for a while before speaking to
the other band members, three of whom – Geoffrey Blythe, Fred
Parcells and Thomas Hamlin – had been with him since the
first gig, on Nov. 15, 1989, when they played some music before
and after a speech in the Bronx by political activist Bernadette
Devlin McAliskey.

“I let it sit for a month or two but the feeling just got stronger,” Kirwan said. “Finally I just
said, ‘Listen, this is what I’m thinking. We could have an endless end or we could name an
end.’ ”

By setting the date a year ahead of time, Kirwan said, “That would give everyone in the band
a chance to make arrangements, and we could get the word out and anybody who wanted to
see the band a last time, or many last times, or who had never seen the band, could actually
take that year to do so. When I broke this to the band, everyone said, yes, that seems
reasonable.”

“We’re calling it standing down,” Kirwan said with a chuckle. “We’re disbanding. Nobody is
retiring.”

So, of course, the first thing they did was cut a new album, “Last Call.” Inspired by his
research into the history of Irish music, Kirwan wrote the songs in a monthlong frenzy of
creative work. A song titled “The Night the Showbands Died” refers to the shocking 1975
massacre of five people, including three members of the popular Miami Showband, by
loyalist paramilitaries and off-duty British soldiers as they were heading back to Dublin from
a show in the north of Ireland. Other songs are a tribute to Bertrand Russell Berns, who
discovered Van Morrison. “I wanted that New York effervescent pop sound,” said Kirwan.
“We really wanted to make this a great album, because it’s going to be the last original one.”

Kirwan will continue his writing projects, solo performances and writing. His musical, “Hard
Times,” inspired by Stephen Foster and the 1863 draft riots in New York City, is headed for
Broadway. That play reconnects Foster with his onetime home in the notorious Five Points

Upcoming Events

Fri. 9/5: Bad Suns

Sat. 9/6: Colbie Caillat

Sun. 9/7: Lorde

Sun. 9/7: Kellie Pickler

Tue. 9/9: Man or Astro-Man?

Wed. 9/10: Greensky Bluegrass

Thu. 9/11: Niagara Falls Blues Festival

Thu. 9/11: Heffron Drive

Thu. 9/11: Niagara Falls Blues Festival

Thu. 9/11: Far West

Submit an event More events »

PICKS | TODAY | SAT | SUN | MON

1. Black 47 to take the stage for the last time
at South Buffalo Irish Festival

2. The summer that was: A quiz

3. Savoy Brown: The British blues brothers

4. Hallwalls welcomes back free jazz legend
Fred van Hove

5. Retro-indie arrives: Bad Suns, good kids

THIS WEEK

TRENDING STORIES

340 Letter: Violent crime is falling as gun
ownership rises

177 T.J. Graham, Jeff Tuel, Doug Legursky
among Bills cuts; team signs a punter

146 Letters air rift between Williamsville
teachers, superintendent

145 Another Voice: LGBT workers need
better protection against bias

136 Snarking on 'Shark Girl' won't get you
far in Buffalo

MOST COMMENTED

This video player must be at least 300x170
pixels in order to operate.

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cv1jdjoAKVLvcHcrnlweTvoD4AbiVtdUEmJ-28cQBwI23ARABIMelpyNQx_Tx7QJgyZbwirSk2A-gAcy11vwDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoE9QFP0CaAvzFUYWS5RXWZWdpqEo_UYJSpN8X_OmYA6DM94B34NMttareDjFfg05Ursv2NhM4optsll9BEMAEllPh-qITyhpayPgtl3PaVB4xQ1avIt8C7cbdRIJ7W1d-Wxu1YE8-HfNPT1RAjMtPr7v62vKf6UcRvcNQs0C5yOWuY9M6ntOjizn_auAcyHix0xEBu5dOH2TyS3I37_oWGQkOM9V0Itd6HDqKreAB_0_9k6645H-CsJ3w-oNKOy5fug7UjRxJb6KK77C2y3fknmODG-jRV73SSrBIi2tZYpHTSBaNNi5-uw6H0-wMP84tPnhcJIoDChOAEAYgGAaAGAoAHnMqpAw&num=1&cid=5GhLXUbFywAHQaHEUx6Y6IRS&sig=AOD64_23bloZCP16BZ9pIiNr9l1e6WfLKA&client=ca-pub-3884509279420158&adurl=http://www.badideatshirts.com
http://www.buffalonews.com/section/events
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140703/100150/61613/Bad_Suns
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140703/100150/61595/Colbie_Caillat
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140605/100150/58067/Lorde
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140508/100150/53613/Kellie_Pickler
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140508/100150/53649/Man_or_AstroMan
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140703/100150/61604/Greensky_Bluegrass
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140821/200210/65998/Niagara_Falls_Blues_Festival
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140821/100150/66022/Heffron_Drive
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140821/100150/65999/Niagara_Falls_Blues_Festival
http://www.buffalonews.com/events/20140321/100150/41319/Far_West
http://www.buffalonews.com/section/submitEvent
http://www.buffalonews.com/section/submitEvent
http://www.buffalonews.com/section/events
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.buffalonews.com/life-arts/the-summer-that-was-a-quiz-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/gusto/concert-previews/savoy-brown-the-british-blues-brothers-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/gusto/concert-previews/hallwalls-welcomes-back-free-jazz-legend-fred-van-hove-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/gusto/concert-previews/hallwalls-welcomes-back-free-jazz-legend-fred-van-hove-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/gusto/tuned-in/retro-indie-arrives-bad-suns-good-kids-20140904
javascript:;
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/letter-violent-crime-is-falling-as-gun-ownership-rises-20140903
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/letter-violent-crime-is-falling-as-gun-ownership-rises-20140903
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/letter-violent-crime-is-falling-as-gun-ownership-rises-20140903
http://billsblitz.wp.buffalonews.com/2014/08/30/t-j-graham-jeff-tuel-doug-legursky-among-bills-cuts-team-signs-punter/
http://billsblitz.wp.buffalonews.com/2014/08/30/t-j-graham-jeff-tuel-doug-legursky-among-bills-cuts-team-signs-punter/
http://billsblitz.wp.buffalonews.com/2014/08/30/t-j-graham-jeff-tuel-doug-legursky-among-bills-cuts-team-signs-punter/
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/schools/letters-air-rift-between-williamsville-teachers-superintendent-20140903
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/schools/letters-air-rift-between-williamsville-teachers-superintendent-20140903
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/schools/letters-air-rift-between-williamsville-teachers-superintendent-20140903
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice/another-voice-lgbt-workers-need-better-protection-against-bias-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice/another-voice-lgbt-workers-need-better-protection-against-bias-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice/another-voice-lgbt-workers-need-better-protection-against-bias-20140904
http://www.buffalonews.com/columns/colin-dabkowski/snarking-on-shark-girl-wont-get-you-far-in-buffalo-20140831
http://www.buffalonews.com/columns/colin-dabkowski/snarking-on-shark-girl-wont-get-you-far-in-buffalo-20140831
http://www.buffalonews.com/columns/colin-dabkowski/snarking-on-shark-girl-wont-get-you-far-in-buffalo-20140831


Black 47 to take the stage for the last time at South Buffalo Irish Festival - Gusto - The Buffalo News

http://www.buffalonews.com/gusto/music/black-47-to-take-the-stage-for-the-last-time-at-south-buffalo-irish-festival-20140904[9/5/2014 11:33:42 PM]

Tweet

neighborhood of Manhattan, adds new music with Irish and African-American inflections
and, Kirwan said, “shoots it forward into today.”

Like all of Black 47’s work, the unlikely fusion sounds irresistible.

The South Buffalo Irish Festival opens at 11 a.m. Saturday in Cazenovia Park and runs until
fireworks end the evening. Admission is free. There will be free children’s games and
activities, including a rock-climbing wall, laser tag, face-painting and more, a beer tent and
food vendors, including Brick Oven Bistro, the Blackthorn, Conlon’s, Imperial Pizza, Big
Tim’s Fries, KupKates, Potter’s Field, Francesca’s and Abbott Pizza, as well as food sold by
supporters of South Buffalo Football.

The South Buffalo Rugby team will open its season with a game starting at 1 p.m. behind the
casino.

A wide variety of Irish and Celtic bands appear all day on a fast-paced schedule. The Blarney
Bunch will play starting at 11 a.m., Cosain at 12:05 p.m., Crikwater at 1:10 p.m.; Kill The
Clock at 2:15 p.m., Forthlin Road from Saratoga at 2:50 p.m., Aye Karou at 3:55 p.m., Jack
Mahones at 4:30 p.m., Anthems at 5:35 p.m., McCarthyizm at 6:05 p.m., and the Rince Na
Tiarna dancers from 7:20 to 7:40 p.m. Black 47 takes the stage for the final time in Buffalo
from 7:45 to 9 p.m., followed by the Clann Na Cara dancers until 9:25 p.m. Barleyjuice, from
Philadelphia, will perform from 9:30 to 10:45 p.m., and fireworks will end the evening.
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