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Industry Ponders Roads Not Taken

Did Bypassing Tours Impact Top Acts’ Sales?

B EBY CRAIG ROSEN
and ED CHRISTMAN

LOS ANGELES—While several su-
perstars have recently chosen not to
tour the U.S. in support of new al-
bums, industry observers are divided

Garth, U2 Top
Billboard Awards
Winners List

M BY CRAIG ROSEN

LOS ANGELES—For the second
consecutive year, Garth Brooks was
a dominant foree at the Billboard
Music Awards.

The country superstar topped his
fiver-award run at 1991's show by rop-
ing in seven trophies at the show,
which was broadeast live on the Fox
Broadeasting Co. from the Universal
Amphitheatre here Dec. 9.

Brooks took honors for No. 1
ist, No. 1 Billboard 200 Al-
bum (for the 8 million-seller “Ro-
pin’ The Wind"), No. 1 Billboard
200 Artist, No. 1 Country Artist,
No. 1 Hot Country Singles Artist,
No. 1 Hot Country Album (also for
“Ropin”'), and No. 1 Country Al-
bums Artist.

(Continued on page 75)

Seattle Station
Staffers Quit In
P’ gramming Row

M BY ERIC BOEHLERT

NEW YORK—Schisms between vol-
unteers and paid staffers at commu-
nity radio stations are not unusual,
The battle over the future direction
of KCMU Seattle, though, is shaping
up to be a monumental one.

For those fighting for control of
KCMU, one of the most influential
commercial-free stations in the coun-
try, as well as the launching pad for
local acts such as Nirvana, Mud-
honey, and Soundgarden, a defining
moment came one night early last
month.

That was when station volunteer
announcer Dick Burton was suspend-
ed after he reported on-air that a
group of fellow volunteers had unit-
ed to protest KCMU programming

(Continued on page 63)

on whether or not their avoidance of
the concert circuit has hurt their rec-
ard sales,

Among those who have decided not
to tour this year are R.EM., Mariah
Carey, and Madonna. In addition, Mi-
chael Jackson, who recently ended
his European concert swing due to ill
health, has no plans to tour the 1S,

In the year since it came out, Jack-
son's “Dangerous” album has sold
maore than 4 million units in this coun-
try, mostly in its first few months of
release. While no mean achievement,
that sales level falls short of the 6
million units that his previous album,
“Bad,” sold domestically.

Madonna’s “Erotica,” only a couple
of months after its release, is closing
in on double-platinum, according to
Warner Bros.; but, in its seventh
week on The Billboard 200, the album
has slipped to No. 21

On the other hand, consider the sit-
uation of R.EM.: After more than a
decade of building a loyal cult follow-
ing from constant touring, R.EM.

(Continued on page 80)

German Authors Society Bans
Composers 0f Neo-Nazi Songs

This story was prepared by Domi
nic Pride in London, Mike Hennes-
sty in Frankfurt, and Wolfgang
Spahr in Homburg,

LONDON—In an unprecedented
step, the German authors’ rights soci-
ety, GEMA, has declared that it will
not handle material by composers
who produce neo-Nazi songs and lyr-
ics. The major labels belonging to
German industry federation BPW ap-
plauded the GEMA stand and agreed

nization said it will “distance itself
from the eombination of composers,
Iyricists, and publishers” of neo-Nazi
music groups, who produce works
“which contradict the constitutional
principles of freedom and demoera-
ey.”

The rights body has also made it
known that it will refuse to grant
membership to artists who are con-
veying nec-Nazi sentiments in their
music. So far, this situation has not
arisen because none has applied for

New & Old Fans
‘Plug’ In To Hit
Eric Clapton Set

HBY LARRY FLICK
and THOM DUFFY

NEW YORK—With sales of his
current “'Unplugged' album
fast approaching the T-million-
mark world-
wide, veteran
guitar hero
Erie Clapton
is hot.

A consis-
tent sales
draw through-
out his dee-
ade-plus solo
career, Clap-
ton is now enjoying the best-
selling album of his career. Af-
ter three months on The Bill-
board 200, “Unplugged,” which
is No. 6 on this week's chart,
has sparked cross-generational
consumer interest, and its
weekly sales regularly mateh
the out-of-the-box performance
of numerous new platinum-lev-
el releases.

According to Lou Dennis, se-

(Cantinued on page 81)
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Black 47 Satisfies Thirst For Um%ue Sound

Band’s SBK Debut Fuses Celtic Flavor,

B BY CATHERINE APPLEFELD

NEW YORK—Forget ahout album
siles and sold-out gigs. Black 47
front man Larry Kirwan has his own
gauge to determine whether the
band's charged performance of Cel-
tie-Mlavored, street-inspired rock will
fly in a given market: “If there's beer
there, then we're fine,” he says.
This formula isn't go far-fetched
far an aet that has been packing
Manhattan watering hole Paddy
Reilly's twice weakly for more thin

vear, haz suceessfully marketed its

own album, and has inspired “Rocky
Horror"-type interaction among its
cult following.

Along with guitarist/singer/song-
writer Kirwan, the band includes ex-
Dexy's Midnight Ronner Geoffrey
Blythe on saxophones, Fred Parcells
on trombone and tin whistle, percus-
slonist Thomas Hamlin, David Con-
rael on hass, and New York police of-
ficer Chris Byrne on uilleann pipes
and tin whistle,

The resultant hyhrid sound caught
the attention of Pete Ganbarg, direc-
tor of A& at SBK, who helped woo

BLACK 47: Thomas Hamlin, Fred Parcells, David Conrad, Larry Kirwan, Chris
Byme, and Geoffrey Blythe. (Photo: Kurt Mundahl)
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calls,

Down but not out, Forrest passed a
Muanster tape to a friend at a Dodger
game; that tape ultimately linded the
group its deal with Signal/Capitol.

“At that point 1 thought we were
dead in the water,” Forrest recalls,
“But we just kept pliying, because |
dieln't know what else to do.”

Forrest and the Monster have fi-
nally found an apparently happy
home with Capitol, “It's not life or
death if we don't sell half & million
copies of the first reeord” Forrest
SAYS.

Capitol director of artist develop-
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TOGETHER!
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treet Beats

the band to the EMI Records fald.
“There's u trend going back to real
musie, live performance,” he says.
“And that's just what these guys
are”

Ganbarg says he was "blown
awny” when he listened to Black 47's
demo tape last spring and conse-
fuently went to see a live perform-
ance. “After listening to loads of
tapes that sound exactly the same, it
veally perks your ears up’ Ao hear
something &0 unique, he says, des
eribing the band's aural assault of
traditional Irish instruments, a drum
machine, power chords, soulful
horns, and occasionally rapped lyr-
ics,

*1t went from being the most bi-
zarre, different, weird thing to the
maost obvious band that we needed ll-
sign m # mutter of a couple

eased the five-song EP
“Black 47" last month and plans to
‘e a full-length album, “Fire OF
Freedom,” oot by mid-Febroavy,
Both projects were co-produced by
Kirwan snd Rie Ocasek.

“Pete wis very :m[lnn.ml to our
relationship with SBK,” says Kir-
wan. “A ot of people [at SBK/EMI)
were so fanatical about the musie. I'd
wake up in the morning and these
people would be at the foot of my
bexd! AL one time we were thinking of
not going with any major label . .
(Ceamttnued on page 16)

PUBLICITY —' THELONIOUS MONSTER'S CAPITOL DEBUT

ment Rob Gordon says the label is
“taking the street approach” t
hreaking Thelonious Monster.
“We're going to break the band
from the road,” he says, pointing out
that it played 15 dates with Soul
Asylum in late September and early
Octaber, before “Beautiful Mess”
was released. Gordon adds the band
will play 75-100 dates in the next few
months, from elub shows to scoustic
sets at retall outlets and one-stops.
Callege and alternative radio out-
Yo, MTY 2 120 Minutes,” The Box,
and loeal and regional video shows
will also play a role in the marketing
plan, Gordon says.
Meanwhile, Forrest, who attacks
ex-girlfriend Julie Ritter of Mary's
Danish in the album eut “Song For

Valley," continues to offend some
people in the industry, In recent live
performances he has taken to
changing the words of Thelonious
Maonster’s “Sammy Hagar Week-
end” to “Perry Farrell Weekend.”

“I'm going to record that, I think,”
Forrest saya. “1s nod o cul on him,
it just shows that [ partied 15 years
ago In parking lots to Sammy Ha-
gar, Van Halen, and Black Sabbath,
and there are kids partying now to
Pearl Jam and the Chili Peppers.”

Might the song affect Thelonious
Monster's chances of landing a spot
on the prestigious Lollapalooza tour
(masterminded by Farrell) next
yeur? “Probably,” Forrest laughs.
“But I've never claimed to be the
sharpest businessman in show busi-
ness."

| W/C Creative VP Shows A|
Talent For Finding Talent

II YOU CAN MAKE It Here ...
From Largs, a small Scottish town,
to the Big Apple is quite @ contrast
in eulture and decibel eount. Yet for
Waurper/Chappell VP of ereative
serviees Kenny MacPherson, the
Noew York fit is comfortuble—and
good for business, (Other native sons
of Largs inchade Stunrt Hornall,
who operates Rondor Music, and
Grabam Lyle, who produced and
wrote many of Ting Turner's hits.)

MacPherson, who started out in
management in the U8, 14 years ago,
is charged with finding o wide spec-
trum of con-

509 of something than 100% of nath-
ing,” he saya.

“We publichers have to eveate our
own projects,” he adds. “I find it just
amaudng that we're in the communi-
cution business and yet people don't
pick up thie phone to ask about some-
thing. You can't have blinders on und
himi yom ez do i om yor own.”

Among the artists and/or pro-
ducer/writers MacPherson is eur-
rently working with are Helmet,
White Zombie, Suzanne Vega,
Ween, Momentum Music, Pantera,
Alan Gorrie, Steve Jerdan, Blue

Nile, Gerry

temporary tal-
ent to further
drive Warner/
Chappell’s

rEVEnUEs,

Words &Musie

DeVenux,
Tommy Stin-
son,  Jenni
Muldaur,
Garland Jef-

Prime  on frevs, Walter
MacFPherson's Afanasiefl,
wizh fiEt when VT antt Dammy
he came by Irv Lichtman Kortchmar,

s B0 WS an

expansion of the N rk offices na

# desirable environme nt. |rrr -nng
1k

Besides Frank Military, MacPher-
son's other New York-based associ-
ates Dav id Stamm, ereative

writers. This was aceomy
move late last year to new New \mk
headquarters. Now, 15 staffers sift
the marketplace for new acts that
could be lured to the publisher by the
presence of a state-of-the-art cight-
track studio there, *“We used to be
perceivid as nothing more than u sat-
ellite of the Los Angeles office. With
the merger [of Chappell and W
Prros. Muste] there was a seramble 1o
find space,”

With support from the company’s
management team in Los Angeles—
and, in particutar, of New York office
chief Frank Military, & senior VP of
legendary music publishing stature—
MacPherson got his wish, MacPher-
son notes that Military, who also
shepherds the fortunes of the pub-
lisher's treasure-trove of Broadway
writers past and present, has proved
& personal asset in that “he give me
a lot of guidanee in walking me
through the dark woods of corporate
sorpetire.”

MacPherson says a substantial
New York base also enables him to
feal with greater speed and effi-
ciency with European markets to fa-
cifitate talent reviews and decision-
muking- As for the New York setting
itself, MacPherson suys, “There am
as many major labels based in New
York 4= there are in Los Angeles.”

After the ereative vibility of a new
uet is established, says MocPherson,
dheal-muking must address “eeonomic
value. Each deal is different und goes
as high as supply and demand die-
FTER

“For every £35,000 you give an act,
you've got to sell 100,000 copies of an
album in ovder to recoup-—and you'd
strely be lucky to do it the first time
out.”

Competitive as the contemporary
talent search might be among his
peer companies, MacPherson ealls
for the sharing of more information
among publishers and the encourage-
ment of writer collaborations that
eross publisher lines. “I'd rather have

T director of
creative services; .Lmt ,Ulml Tepper,

other aspeets of industry practices,
don't get him started on the con-
trollsd composition clase,

DATM WITH JUDY: In her 40th
wear in the world of entertainment,
mest of them m music pabiishing,
Judy Hicks has retived—her
post having been as Los Angeles-
based senior director of publisk
BMG Music Publishing. §
out on the sty
Emie Ford Show™

in 1952, she has
also held posts, also in Los Angeles,

at Frank Musie, Metromedia Mu-
sic, New York Times Music, and
Interworld Music Group.

“When the [“Tennessee Ernie
Ford Show" | went off the air [in 1954]
1 was offered 4 seeretarial job with
Frank Musie, going from secretury to
West Const manager pefore they
closed the office in 1962," she says,
“At that time, all employees of music
publishing companies whe ‘plugged’
song# had to be a member of the
songpluggers” union. They didn’t
want @& female plugger, but Frank
foreed me upon them in order for me
o go out among music people. The
izuys hated it so much, they never in-
formed me when and where the union
meetings were being hekd. Over the
years, we have laughed about it, but
at that time the men w Ty Seri-
ot about keeping us girls out of their
world.”

PRIN’I‘ ON PRINT: The following
are the best-selling folios from
Warner Bros, Publications:

1. Megadeth, Countdown To Extine-
tion

2. Classic Queen

3. Best Of Red Hot Chili Peppers—
What Hits!?

4. Vinee Gill, 1 Still Believe In You
. Black Crowes, Southerm Harmony
& Musical Companion.
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| ARTIST DEVELOPMENTS |

FAILURE'S SUCCESS
There aren’t many sirnilari twner)
the music of the Doors and Failure, but
the lead singers of these LA bands,
Jim Morrison of the 608 unit and Ken
Anilrews of the contemporary madem
s grvonp, shave w similue career lefl
trn—aut of flm school into rock'n’roll.
“1 wanted o go to schoal for the
heek of it, and film was the least
objectionable major,” says Andrews,
who was enrolled in Californin State
Univ.-Los Angeles’ film program two

VEars ugn,

But Andrews got together with
bzt Greg Edwards, an old fiend
from San Diegn, and In-;:un suditioning
drummers (“wsunlly in Erge groups—
it was pretty awful,” Andrews reealls)
Skin man Robert Gawss completed the
linewp,

Al Failure “sorta happened,”
sweording to its leader, and become one
of the more talked-about bands on the
e, sbbraeting attention
fling, bottom-heavy soand.
ash Revords debut albwm,
" thie bl sougght the
production services of Steve Albini, the

s, ACTIC,
weasL n Big |5'mu5. oy ol
in the gume,

“We liked two records e bad done,

Jesus Lizard and the Breoders' Pod,”
Andress adids,

But Albini succeeded in focusing
Failure's rumhling, almost gronge-
style sound in the studio, “A lot of the
real acoustic lowness comes ofl the way
St reeoinds the drams,” Avdroe
says. “He makes a conseious effort to
oy thut.”

Failure hus recently been
suppoting “Comfort” with a national
eluly tour, opening for Durling Buds
anul Mary's Danish. The trio will begin
another two- to thres-month juunt in
tute Jenusry.

Sthish president Bob Biges
anticipates that a round of Europesn
wouring will follow the release of
“Comfort” overseas in February.
“America 15 really the most
formattedd place going,” Biges says,
“What Twoutlid like to do with this band
i# huve them playing in front of people
whete formuts we not jmportant.”

Part of Biggs' plans for Failoe
echoes the strutegy the libel used w0
reuk h Na Mor o're Lrying o
allow thee nat andience for the band
to show itsel

While Biggs indicates the Libel
may make a video for Failure at
some point, former film student
Andrews balks at the epportunity to
direct it himself.

4 dom' wand 1o dead with i—look
throngh the camera at mysell,” he
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“Midnight Flyer.”
JIM BESSMAN

PETER HIMMELMAN
Wane Hall, Ewgene, O

RU(‘.KEH Peter Himmelman played
i 3 sy erow of S0 a Hapene's
Wow Hall on the opening night of his
10-city ULS, tour. The eross-country
otting promises 1o e a suecessiul one
for the songwriter, due in part w rdio
support for his song “Tntitled,” better
known by some as “the taxi song.”

Himmehnan's six-piece band con-
sistedd of an electric guitar (skillfully
ecovering mandolin parts on g Steat,
sl @ baick-
mant pily-
ingr geovstie and electrie guitar, and oc-
casional percnssion,

Known and admived for his sponta-
nel {I\ 1 Tirnmelm AT Never pre; ]'ﬁi] (i |
set list, and has been known to lead an
entive audience outside the theater

onto the roof (o play under the stars.
AL this show, the band romped through
a jovously impromptu 2'/-hour set
(with & half-k hreak), taking re-
quests from the audienee and working
out some tricky arrangements on the
spol.

The zet opened with “Flown This
Ackd Workd,” o ong that sperked rec-
opnition in mest of the mulience, who
sang along with the choruses.
Throug} the show, Hi 1
lyries were punetuated by enthusinst
outhursts from the erowi, as he
touched on themes rnging from hope
to dissolution, disilluzion, ami despair,
i, the cvored v dirash A
A ‘nsteello-like “You Know Me Bet-
tor Than 1 Do, and sang along during
ana mmr.ll.. reakdown of the chorus,

The Eleventh Confession,”
deseribing it in his usual deadpan
big hit—I"m surprised you don't know
it As the baund Lnnched fnto e open-

BLACK 47 SATISFIES THIRST FOR UNIQUE SOUND

(Contiventd from page 14)

but the business end of it was tuking
up too much time,"
SBR'z plan, then, i e e of
business so Kirwan and compuany e
continug W do exactly what th
i, DUt on @ broader
url with greats
“We're ,‘m
the ron

scale

finuneial supprort.

o get them out.on
i

happening here can
ery other city.” Firat

singhe “wili” (pronouneed
“hay-lee i iy on college
and alternautive outle baned

has just wrapped w vides foy that
wnL |‘u sturing Kirwan's son Jimmy
|'|1 il video was shot by

i pl irnr:[mm
plug i= the elo nature of the
Irish pub community and dedication
of i’.ulql\ |I|'J]|\'~ OWNeT Stov
g pubs in eiti
and they work out

v

t lu' cou

) as U
music
hir daw nl-mil S0LN irwan
he has always heen fascinated
v this blenl. “Historvieally, the Trish
and hlacks an ¢ eonmected,” he
Vhen they first came to this
. both --1'1!:- I Were |||!l|l'r’-

A what 1 hear on
ically hip-hop ani
L you hesr,” he con-

~l.|1tl‘:l play
Bronx and I'm from [reland and we
decided te weite about cortain sub-

matter, boer-hall wles of
W hln;.'-v: lass lifee in both Trelaoud und
New York, ineludes e T \1]|mg from
bernti ) I
inge an ex- Lﬂl‘linimsl' w
who iz g family man, spys
stories are true, “hut T ta
things and put them in there,”
Tl political bent is e Meeted in
its name, taken from the worst year of
the Trish potato f
Kirwan's
stape. Among b
verpool Fantas

g extends Lo the
many works = “Li-
a pliy staged in New

York and Dhbdin about life if the Bea-
Ues b never made it big, He was also
a founding member of rock aet the Ma-
_|u| I']lll\lu MR,

I E

lm|mrl|nl o Kirws an and partially

i stment with the

rock n'roll,

F.M. when
I ul

can listen o the By
irth, fifth generation. It's like with
any other art form. 15 it is going to get
reeyeled and copied all t L 0t e
ally doesn't interest me."”

ing ehords, T
the pereissionist
fullowing some hani :
probably going to cost him 20 bucks w
replace it, suggested that his back-
grvund singer play spoons during the
intro instead, Couching ber good-nu-
ruredly on Uhe proper hythen and part,
he waites) until the intro sounded the
waty he wanted it before beginning ta

sing.

One of many musical high points of
the set was u version of “1 Feel Young
Today,” in which the bass plaver exe-
cuiter] Afriean rhythms in a line remi-
nizevnt of Paul Simon's “Graceland.”
Wimmnelyvam's voiee fook o a variely of
personae during the evening, from bal-
Tagleor to pop rocker, from gravelly blu-
esman (o political commentator,

Half' an hater into the show, Himmel-
man asked the audience for requests,
S| Salvaedorean mn with o self-des-
~sounding name” pe
a danee song and the band
burst into @ 15-minute rendition of

“Hawah Negila™ with a Latin beat, The
while room danced the horah as the
keyboardist called out the chords o
the rest of the band, At one point, 4
bearded, middle-aged “neo-Hasid™
toek the stayge anil sng three choruses
of the ong utilizing Middle
; s whieh Hurnwelman 1
v ovier the H
absout ]-:| Sa

I S
Himmaelman's Jn-r:nin-. \\'-.u Ha
seotsties tend o be slightly ca
which gave the band a good,
arungy edge, DANIEL LEVITIN

WE CAN BUILD A SNOWMAN
AND PRETEND THAT HE IS

IN THE MEADOW

HEW SWEET...
or

PHYLLIS HYMAN
VOICES

CAUSE & EFFECT
TOOL

GREEN JELLO
FLOWERHEAD
THE POOH STICKS
THE ODDS
DISTURBANCE,

PHILIP BAILEY
or QUVER WHO?

m ln.munm T

from Zoo Entertainment

SOMETHING TERRIBLE HAPPENS
WHEN YOU DON'T ADVERTISE ...

CALL BILLBOARD CLASSIFIED
1-800-223-7524 (OUT OF STATE)
125365174
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