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This man breathes and sleeps rock 'n’ roll.
His bass guitar is the automobile and rock
music is the path in which he drives on, He is
Joseph "Bearclaw” Burcaw, 41. Currently,
Burcaw is the bassist in the well-established
Irish rock band, Black 47. He tours across the
country and has played shows with the
Dropkick Murphys and other famous bands.

Alihough Burcaw has always had a pas-
sion for playing bass, it was not his first
instrument. During his years of elementary
school in New Milford, Connecticut, Burcaw
played the trumpet. But soon, his uncle

would show him a different genre of music -

rock '’ roll. In addition, MTV played music
videos 24 hours a day. Rock music was swim-
ming all around Burcaw's life. And he could
not get enough of it.

"It was Planet Earth by Duran Duran,” said
Burcaw, recalling the first music video he
had ever seen on MTV, What Burcaw espe-
cially noticed about Duran Duran, was their
bassist, John Taylor. Around the age of ten,
he began to learn how 1o play bass quitar.
Taylor inspired him.

"He fused funk, R&B, and punk together
when he played,” said Burcaw. "If it wasn't
for [Taylor], | wouldn't have learned how 1o
play bass.”

Being a bassist, Burcaw would soon need a
band to accompany his playing. He recalled
a memory of his very first band when he was
akid. .

“In fitth grade, [ had a band on the school

bus,” ‘Burcaw said with a chuckle. Even
though this band did not consist of any
instruments, Burcaw said he and the other
kids would cfap and bang on the seats to
create a song of sorts. This was just the
beginning on Burcaw’s path of rock 'n" roll.

Once eighth grade hit, Burcaw decided to
create a band with his friends that included
instruments- this time. They were initially
called Images. Burcaw described Images as a
garage band that sounded like a mixture of
the Cults, the Sex Pistols, and Billy idol. How-
ever, Burcaw and his bandmates soon
decided to change the name of the band to,
Free Fall, since another hand had the name
Images already. Burcaw enjoyed being a
part of Free Fall. He learned a lot about him-
self and music,

"l loved the stage and puttlng a sms!e on

'people s faces,” Burcaw said.

Free Fall stayed together for about seven
years including college. Soon, tragedy would
strike Burcaw and his fellow bandmates. The
lead singer of Free Fall would die in a car
accident. This forced each of the band mem-
bers to sing together.

“| paid more attention to vocals,” said
Burcaw.

At this point, Free Fall had been in Bos’ton
However, things were about to furn around
for the better. Burcaw found out about a
fohn Taylor solo show. It turned out that
Free Fall's guitarist knew Taylor's publicist.
Burcaw figured it would he a great oppor-
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tuniy to show his inspiration Free Fall's
music demo. He sent the demo to Taylor and
things brightened from there.

“He sold our music through his website,”
Burcaw said. “This opened us up to Duran

Duran fans.”
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Free Fall soon changed their name to
Azurtech and went to London. As it turned
out, Burcaw Tound a promotion deal with a
company in London that put him in contact
with Taylor once again. Things were going
well for Azurech. But after six months of
playing gigs in the UK, Azurtech felt it was
time to break up. Just because Burcaw was
without a band, did not mean he was done

* with music. He moved to where he always

wanied o live because he felt that he was
finally ready for it: Manhattan.

"I had a five year plan,” said Burcaw. |
had no idea what plan b was.”

In other words, music was and still is Bur-
caw's life, He went to shows in NYC every
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night and promoted himself. He was never
worried about not succeeding.

“I knew | would make it,” said Burcaw.
*'Perseverance’ is my middle name.”

His five year plan was almost up when he
suddenly received a response o his interest
in a Craigslist ad for a professional, touring
band seeking a bassist. Initially, Burcaw had
no idea that the band was Black 47. After
first seeing the band during the mid-90s on
MTV's 120 Minutes, he Tell in love with their
sound. For eight years, Burcaw has been
Black 47's bassist.

"It's always a pleasure,” he said about
being in the band. But after 25 years, Black
47 has decided to stop playing together
after this year.

“It's just the right time,” said Burcaw. "We
want to go out on top. Things change.”

Black 47's farewell album Last Caffis set to
be released as of now. They will be playing a
St. Patrick’s Day show March 17th at BB
King's in New York City.

Even though the band is ending soon, Bur-
caw still has future plans.

“Fm approaching other artists,” said Bur-
caw.

A quote of Sting's is something that he
will continue to live by, “I will forever and
always be a student of music no matter
what age.”

For more information, or to contact Bur-
caw about bass guitar lessons, visit joebur-
caw.com, £




